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Booker Associates, Inc. of Kansas

The first study: October 1994-August 1995



Barrier

Between Maple & 29th Streets Floodway Ark. River I-135

Number of Crossings 3 6 8

Total Traffic Volume (ADT) 75,000 90,000 130,000

Ave. Volume / Crossing 25,000 15,000 16,000

EAST-WEST TRAFFIC FLOW

1995 Congestion Relief Study



The Build Alternatives

Widen Zoo Boulevard  

 Central Ave. & Zoo Blvd. Widening

New 13th Street crossing  

 New 21st Street crossing

 New 25th Street crossing to 21st Street

New 25th Street crossing to 29th Street  
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Alignment Alternatives
 Widen Zoo Boulevard  
• Central Ave. & Zoo Blvd. Widening
 New 13th Street crossing  
• New 21st Street crossing
• New 25th Street crossing to 21st Street
 New 25th Street crossing to 29th Street



Conclusion of Study
 A “new crossing over the I-

235/Floodway barrier on 13th

Street appears to yield the 
best solution for traffic 
congestion relief from 
planning and engineering 
points of view.”



Common Improvements
 Widen Central to 6/7 lanes from I-235 to Tyler

 Widen Central to 5 lanes from I-235 to Meridian

 Widen 13th Street to 5 lanes from Windmill west to 
Maize Road

 Widen 13th Street to 5 lanes from West Street east to 
Woodlawn

 Improvement of existing interchange at I-235 & 
Central

 Kellogg as a six-lane freeway from Mid-Continent 
Interchange to Edgemoor.



Completed Improvements

•I-235 & Zoo Reconstruction
•Central, West to I-235
•Central, Meridian to West
•Central & Ridge Intersection
•Central, Tyler to Woodchuck
•Central, Tyler to Maize
•Zoo Blvd. Left Turns Improved
•Central & I-235 Intersection



1995 Northwest Wichita Congestion Study

1994 Actual Traffic:

9,746

2020 Projected Traffic:

12,000 to 18,000

2007 Actual Traffic:

28,965 Eastbound

31,578 Westbound



HWS Consulting Group Inc.

The second study: August 1997



I-235 Connector Corridor Study
 “The primary focus of this 

study is 29th Street between 
I-235 and Ridge Road.”

 Construction costs of over 
$26 mil.



Study Area



Parsons, Brinckerhoff, 

Quade & Douglas Inc.

The third study: April 2001
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Year 2030

Year 2000

Floodway Ark. River I-135

ADT 279,000 175,000 239,000 231,000

Lanes 22 (5) 22 (5) 44 (11) 46 (12)

ADT/Lane 10,700 8,000 5,400 5,100
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2001 Congestion Study

 The “13th Street Ramps @ 
I-235 were rejected early 
in the study process by 
KDOT and FHWA . . .”





Engineering Efforts

• Installed 39 traffic counters in December 2007

• Installed 40 traffic counters in May 2008

• In depth turn count analysis in May 2008

• Obtained detailed video in May 2008

• Seven technicians performing turning counts 

in May 2008 
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•50% of traffic from I-235
•33% from NB I-235
•17% from SB I-235

The Floodway Bridge Bottleneck














